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JOURNAL OF THE COUNTY LOUTH 
ARCH^OLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. 
No. i.] DECEMBER, 1916. [Vol. IV. 
BY 
Rev. Canon H. W. Lett, A.M., Aghaderg, Loughbrickland. 
Address delivered before Louth Archceological Society at Dundalk, 22nd Nov., 1915. 
///Yg?*^a/ HE Trench or Ditch of Ulster, which is also known as The Dane's 
I ((iiK^Srn Cast, and the Glen of the Black Pig, is a great earthwork extending 
//??<?^J& 
*or fourteen miles from near the village of Meigh in Co. Armagh 
^^5t3^^ to Lisnagade, near Scarva, in Co. Down. It lies between these 
counties and for more than half its extent is alongside the Newry 
Canal, the Great Northern Railway, and the county road from Portadown to Newry. 
In its course it is broken by several shallow loughs and impassable morasses. In 
these places it runs to the margin of the water, and commences again on the opposite 
side. This occurs in eight places, all of which are in County Down. 
At a few places along its route the trench is eight feet deep, and eighteen feet 
wide from the top of one rampart to the other ; but originally, no doubt, it was much 
deeper and the ramparts higher, the excavated earth having in the course of centuries 
been washed down. 
Near the south end?viz., between Seafin Roman Catholic Church and Cam 
lough, as you travel along the road that passes through the mountains, a long stretch 
of the trench is visible on the slope of the hill. It looks from a distance as if it were 
B 
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6 COUNTY LOUTH ARCHAEOLOGICAL JOURNAL. 
a dry-built stone wall, and Mr. John Bell of Dungannon, who was the first person 
to write about this trench, which he did in the Newry Magazine (vol. iii. 1817), and 
in Stuart's History of Armagh, described it as a stone wall. But a visit to the place 
convinced me that the stones had been thrown against the rampart in recent times 
by the farmers who collected them out of the adjoining ground while improving 
their fields, and they have nothing to do with the original construction. 
After crossing the Newry road near Meigh the trench is well preserved for 
one hundred yards and bends to the east, and in a few hundred yards ends in what 
was once a turf bog. I would particularize this, as recently a paper was read be 
fore the members of the Royal Irish Academy, in which it was stated that this 
trench was part of the same construction as the Dun at Dorsey ! 
There are now no traces of the trench for the four and a half miles between 
the east end of Camlough and Goragh. Several times I searched this ground and 
made enquiries about Bessbrook and Mullaglass, but in vain. 
However, the trench reappears near the junction of the Newry branch and the 
main line of the Great Northern Railway, about half a mile east of Goraghwood 
Station. This bit, which is in nice preservation, goes down a steep bank to near 
Steenson's Bridge over the canal, and then turns sharply northwards in the direction 
of Scarva. 
At the north-eastern end there are well preserved portions of the trench within 
the demesne of Scarva ; and a mile from Scarva Station there is a fine and character 
istic stretch some hundreds of yards in length in excellent preservation down a hill 
towards Glenloughan streamlet, where all traces cease about half a mile from 
Lisnagade great rath. 
This fine lis or rath has triple fosses and ramparts all in good repair and is one 
of the largest in the County Down, and is well worth visiting. There must have 
been a very large population in former days about this spot, for taking Lisnagade 
great rath as the centre, within a radius of one statute mile there still exist the 
remains more or less perfect of sixteen raths, most of which are of a large size. 
The object of the making of this trench had nothing to do with the absurdities 
embodied in the legends often associated with it?such as the rooting of the Black 
Pig, or St. Patrick's Cow, that tore up the ground with her horn, or with the in 
vasions of the Danes. 
History tells us it was made about a.D. 333?i.e., 463 years before the first 
landing of the Danes in Ireland, which was in 795, when they plundered S. Culumb 
kille's church on Lambay Island ; and they continued their outrages for the next 
200 years. 
An inspection of the trench shows that it was made by those who dwelt to the 
east of it, inasmuch as it runs along the base of sloping ground which rises to the 
east of it. This is very manifest at a portion for several hundred yards in Scarva 
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Demesne, which can be seen from the railway carriage in passing. It was made to 
keep back a foe coming from the west. 
Now, early in the fourth century the Ard-Righ or High-King of Ireland was Cairbri 
Lifechair, the son of Cormac MacAirt, who had two sons named Eochaidh Domhlin 
and Fiacha Srabtene ; and Fiacha conspired against Eochaidh and managed to get 
himself made king. However, Eochaidh had three sons?viz.. Colla the noble, 
Colla the stammerer, and Colla the earthy?Colla Uais, Colla Meann and Colla 
Fochri. These three, to win back the throne, to their own line rose against Fiacha 
and slew him in the battle of Dubhcomar in Meath in 322, just no years before 
S. Patrick's time. Then Colla the Noble ascended the throne and was king of Ire 
land for four years, when Muredach Tireth, son of Fiacha, who was killed, rose 
with a great army at his back, and having defeated the three Collas, banished them 
into Scotland. 
Now the mother of the three Collas was a daughter of the King of Scotland 
and her sons prospered there. It next happened that the Ulidians or Clanna Rury, 
the race to which Conor MacNessa and the Red Branch Knights belonged, who 
occupied what are now the counties of Antrim, Down, and Armagh, offended Muire 
dach the High King of Ireland, and war broke out between them. Muiredach 
was determined to conquer and humiliate the Clanna Rury, and wanting allies he 
sent to Scotland an offer of pardon to the three banished Collas, provided they 
would come back to Ireland and fight for his cause. 
The three Collas were delighted, and returned to Ireland with a large contingent 
of Scotch warriors to help Muiredach, and the Collas were appointed commanders 
of the army of the King of Ireland. 
A great battle was fought at a place called Carn-Achaidh leithderg, near Bally 
bay. The battle went on for a whole week. The Ulidians or Ulstermen were routed, 
and their palace of Emania at the Navan near Armagh where the High Kings of 
Ulster had reigned for 700 3'ears was destroyed and never again dwelt in. The 
Ulidians or Ulstermen were driven eastwards, and confined within the limits of the 
present counties of Antrim and Down, being bounded on the north, east, and south 
by the sea, and on the west by the river Bann, Lough Neagh, and this great trench 
we are thinking about, which was formed by the Ulidians for their defence. 
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